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Register results 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have previously been summarized as proposals 
in CONSUMER REGISTER. Extent of consumer and other comment is reported when such information is available. 


© Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) has adopted new liberalized charter regulations, eliminating most current 
charter forms and replacing them with a single form called “Public Charters.” Effective immediately, the Public 
Charter eliminates advance purchase and minimum stay requirements, restrictions on discount pricing (with some 
exceptions), and minimum group size. Most of the existing special regulation charters, such as Advance Booking 
Charters, will be eliminated on Jan. 1, 1979. Affinity group and single-entity charters will remain in effect because of 
the specialized nature of the groups to which they appeal. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 18, page 36599; March 17, page 11215. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 1. For more 
information write or call Richard Dyson, Office of the General Counsel, Civil Aeronautics Board, Washington, DC 
20428; telephone 202-673-5444. 


NOTE: See CAB’s proposed amendment to the Public Charter regulation summarized in this issue of CONSUMER 
REGISTER. ; 


© Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.(F DIC) and Federal Reserve System (FRS) have adopted final rules to 
permit banks under their jurisdiction to make automatic transfers from depositors’ savings accounts to their checking 
accounts. FRS received 1,400 comments on its proposed regulation, 52.2% of which favored adoption of the proposal. 
FDIC received 436 comments on its proposal, 70 from individuals, and the remainder from banks, bank holding 
companies, trade associations and others, 263 of which favored the proposal. Effective date is Nov. 1 for both 
regulations. [See page 4 for related article.] 


Details—Federal Register: May 11, page 20222; May 10 page 20001; Feb. 7, page 5008; March 23, 1976, page 12039; 
March 19, 1976, page 11568. CONSUMER REGISTER: March 1, 1978; April 15, 1976. CONSUMER News: April 15, 1976. 
For more information on FRS’s regulation call or write Allen Raiken, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System, Washington, DC 20551; telephone 202-452-3625. At FDIC call or write F. Douglas Birdzell, Federal Deposit 


Insurance Corp., 550 17th St., NW, Washington, DC 20429; telephone 202-389-4324. 


Public participation — FCC 


Oct. 16 is new deadline for comments on a Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) proposal to reimburse 
certain expenses of public participants in FCC rulemaking 
proceedings. This extension (from Sept. 15) has been granted to 
allow more time for organization and individual comment. 


Other Federal agencies, such as Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, and 
Environmental Protection Agency have already set up finan- 
cial assistance programs to assure that citizen groups—who 
would be affected but who don’t have the resources to partici- 
pate effectively—are represented at regulatory proceedings. 
Agriculture Dept. has just been authorized to set up a financial 
assistance program within the Department and expects to begin 
its operations in the near future. FCC says that participation of 
these individuals and organizations can be expected, at least in 
certain types of proceedings, to contribute substantially to a 
full and fair determination of the issues involved. In fact, the 
courts have held that the FCC has an obligation to seek out and 
consider nonindustry views. 


If the FCC does set up a financial assistance program, it 
must decide how it will work. The Commission is seeking 
comment specifically on the following questions as well as any 
additional features or problems which may be of concern to 
consumers. 


e@ In what types of proceedings should reimbursement be 
made available? 


® Who should be eligible to participate? 
© How should applications be processed? 


© How should the program be administered? 


@ What expenses should be reimbursed and what is the 
appropriate method of doing so? 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 15, page 41241; July 18, page 
30834. CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 1 and April 1, 1978; July 15, 
1977. Send comments to Federal Communications Commission, 
Washington, DC 20554. For further information write or call 
Belle O’Brien, Office of Consumer Assistance at above address; 
telephone 202-632-7000. 


Metric in the Sunshine 


Oct. 16 is deadline for comments on the US Metric 
Board’s Sunshine Act proposals. This rule would adopt pro- 
cedures which allow and encourage public observation of the 
Board’s deliberations and decisions. 


The Metric Board was set up to “coordinate the nation’s 
voluntary conversion to the metric system” and consists of 17 
members appointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate. Four at-large members represent “consumers and 
other interests deemed suitable by the President.” 


In April, the US Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) 
asked that the Board give early notice of time and places of its 
upcoming meetings “so that consumers might have the oppor- 
tunity to learn first hand of the workings of the Board.” 
[CONSUMER REGISTER May 1]. Meeting dates, locations, and 
topics will be published in the Federal Register at least 7 days 
in advance. Normally, this time period will not allow 
CONSUMER REGISTER to publish advance meeting notices. 
However, transcripts of the meetings will be available to the 
public in the Board’s offices at 1815 North Lynn St., Ar- 
lington, VA 22209. 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 15, page 41230. Send com- 
ments to United States Metric Board, Suite 301 at the above 
address. For further information telephone John Tascher at 
703-235-1933. 





More on space heaters 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has ex- 
tended to Nov. 29 a decision on banning unvented gas-fired 
space heaters because the Commission wanted additional time 
to determine whether a shut-off mechanism can help make the 
heaters safer. After studies are completed, CPSC will decide 
if a shut-off device added to the safety standards would make 
the ban unnecessary. 


Since they are relatively inexpensive to operate, the 
heaters are used mainly by the aged and lower income groups 
primarily in milder climates like the South and Southwest 
where central heating systems are uneconomical. Banning the 
heaters outright could mean that people would have to spend 
from $52-$67 a year to replace an unvented heater fueled with 
liquid petroleum gas, and from $25-$40 annually to get a 
substitute for an unvented heater run on natural gas. 


CPSC has received 280 written and public hearing com- 
ments on the proposed ban. The majority opposed the ban, 
citing the extreme economic hardship it would pose, a possible 
tendency for some owners to continue using the unvented 
appliances beyond their useful life to avoid installing more 
expensive vented heaters, and possible substitution of electric 
heaters in homes where wiring may be inadequate to handle 
the extra load. 


Any regulation that is issued will not affect the 7 to 10 
million heaters now believed in use. Therefore, CPSC warns 
anyone using an unvented gas-fired space heater to keep the 
room well ventilated, and at first sign of a headache, dizziness 
or nausea to turn off the appliance and open a window or door 
to see if the symptons subside. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 24, page 37713. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Aug. 1. For further information write or telephone 
Rory S. Fausett, Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
Washington, DC 20207; telephone 301-492-6453. 


Nitrites 


The Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s (MIT) 
study that links nitrite with cancer of the lymphatic system in 
test animals is now available. The study, which was conducted 
for Food and Drug Administration (FDA), says that 13% of 
the test animals receiving nitrite contracted cancer of the 
lymphatic system, and 8% of those receiving no nitrite con- 
tracted cancer. [See CONSUMER NEWS Sept. 1 for a related 
article on nitrites. ] 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 18, page 36697. For single 
copies of the MIT study write to Hearing Clerk (HFA-305), 
Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, 
MD 20857. For more information write or call John McAuliffe, 
Bureau of Foods, Food and Drug Administration, 200 C St., 
SW, Washington, DC 20204; telephone 202-472-5690. 


NOTE: FDA is continuing to study all aspects of the nitrite 
controversy and has asked the scientific community at large to 
examine the MIT report (and other studies). Because of the 
great interest—and great stakes—in nitrites vs. botulism, 
there have been 22 bills introduced in Congress which are 
designed to block banning or phasing out the use of nitrites in 
foods. FDA and Agriculture Dept. are considering a gradual 
phaseout of nitrites and have asked Justice Dept. if, under the 
Delaney Clause, they are required to ban the substance 
immediately or can phase out its use gradually. At CONSUMER 
NEWS presstime the agencies were waiting for Justice’s 
decision. 


Charter flights 


Oct 23 is deadline for comments on Civil Aeronautics 
Board’s (CAB) proposed rule to ensure that consumers can 
obtain refunds when there are major changes in the charter 
packages they have purchased. The proposed rule would also 
cover new disclosure requirements for charter advertising 
and specific requirements for the contracts between charter 
operators and air travelers. 


This rule would require charter operators to (1) give 
refunds to passengers when there has been a major change in 
the tour package (such as date changes, city or hotel substitu- 
tions), (2) disclose charter restrictions in tour advertisements 
and brochures, and (3) notify passengers within 7 days if a 
flight is cancelled. The proposal would also require all charter 
operators to obtain permits before they can offer charter 
tours to the public. The requirements would not apply to 


foreign-originating charters arranged by US charter 
operators. 


If adopted, this rule would resolve about half the air 
travel complaints received annually by the US Office of Con- 
sumer Affairs (OCA). 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 7, page 39807. Send com- 
ments to Docket 29165, Civil Aeronautics Board, 1825 
Connecticut Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20428. For further 
information write or call Mark Schwimmer, Office of the 
General Counsel, at the above address; telephone 202-673- 
5442. 


Antacids 


Oct. 19 is deadline for comments on Federal Trade Com- 
mission’s (FTC) proposals requiring the same kind of adver- 
tising warnings on over-the-counter (OTC)—or non- 
prescription antacids—that Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has required on antacid warning labels for the past 3 
years. 


FTC is asking if specific disclosures for advertising can be 
developed to warn affected consumers and not alarm those who 
are unaffected. For example, antacids may cause constipation 
in 5% or more of persons taking the maximum recommended 
dosage, and a laxative affect may occur in another 5% or more 
of persons taking the same or a similar product. This leaves 
approximately 90% who would not be affected by either prob- 
lem. How should the FTC alert some consumers to potential 
problems without unduly alarming the majority or causing 
adverse economic effects on consumers, producers, advertisers 
and small businesses? 


FTC will hold public hearings on.this and other questions 
concerning antacid advertising Dec. 4 beginning at 9:30 am in 
Room 532, Federal Trade Commission Building, Pennsylvania 
Ave. at 6th St., NW, Washington, DC. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 31, page 38851. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: May 1, 1976. Send comments marked as “Antacids 
Comments” to James Greenan, Presiding Officer, Federal 
Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20580; telephone 202-724- 
1045. Those wishing to speak at public hearings should contact 
Mr. Greenan as soon as possible. For further information write 
or call Joel Brewer, Division of Food and Drug Advertising, 
Federal Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20580; telephone 
202-724-1530. 


This listing, prepared by Lou Cook, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 73¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 


in depository libraries. 





consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
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CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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